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LATTIMER-STEVENS 
METER CONNECTIONS 


A Jeter Connection that may be adjusted 
to variations in the alignment of meter 
columns is essential if meters are to be 
protected from strain and resultant leaks. 








Samples of any styles free on request 


74 East Gay Street Columbus, Ohio 


New England Representatives: Pacific Coast Representatives: 


The Eastern Service Co. C. B. Babcock Co. 


Boston San Francisco 
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Escaping gas will seldom be 
carried away by a cold chimney. 
Kompak water heaters automat- 
ically shut the gas off in case the 
pilot goes out. 
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Apparatus for the Continuous Analysis of Gas 


Translated and Adapted from the Original German Article by Dr. R. Mezger 
and M. Mueller in “Das Gas und Wasserfach,” 1921, 633-634 


By ISMAR GINSBERG, B. Sc., Chem. Eng., Associate Editor 


lhe apparatus was developed in the laboratories of 
the Stuttgart Gas \Vorks, and has been used there 
with great success, so much so that the chemists ré 
sponsible for it thought it expedient to report thei 
results with a deseription of the construction and 
working of their device. They do not present it as 
an epoch-making innovation in gas analysis and 
neither do they desire merely to add just anothet 
arrangement of a well-known principle to the many 
that exist already. But they claim to have developed 
a method of gas analysis and a means for carrying 11 
out which will appeal to gas chemists and technol 
ogists everywhere, because of the ease of its opera 
tion, the facility with which its manipulation can be 
taught and acquired, the rapidity with which the re 
sults can be obtained and their reliability 
curacy. 

the principle of the analytical method is the same 
as originally developed by Bunte, with the exception 
that the absorption of the individual constituents of 
the gas is accomplished by means of specially con 
structed absorption tubes. ‘These are arranged in a 
series and the gas is allowed to Jow through each one 
of them after the other. after the absorption of the 
constituents have been measured in the burettes 

The accompanying figure shows the construction 
of the apparatus. ‘To start the analvsis, the burette. 
\, and the capillary tubes leading to and away from 

as well as the capillary tube leading to A,, are 
hlled with water by the aid of a leveling bulb, whicl 
s also shown in the figure. The carbon dioxide ab 
orption tube, A,, is filled with a concentrated soli 
on of potassium hydroxide (specific gravity 1.25 


and a¢ 


9 such a height that the level of the caustic solut 
tands about two centimeters high in the funni 
aped widening of the tube The stopcock at the 
» of the burette, I}, 1s closed when the caustic lquor 
s advanced to that point. The filling of the rest 
burettes B, C, D. E. F and G, as well as of the 


bsorption tubes B,. B..C,, D.. D 


and F 
exactly the same manner. 


takes plac 
In this way B, is filled 


ith bromine water, B. with concentrated causti 
solution (sp. gr. 1.23) for the t] 


eavy hydrocarbons, C 


removal of 
with pyrogallol and caustic 
otash solution (one volume of the pyrogaliol solu 
nm of one to five strength to three volumes of the 
tash solution of one to three strenoth ) for the ab- 
rption of the oxygen, D, with cuprous chloride so 
ition acidified with hydrochloric acid, PD, 
otash solution (sp. gr. 1.23) plus 1 per cent of potas- 
ium cyanide for the absorption of the carbon monox 
le and F, with concentrated potash solution for the 


otash 


with 








absorption of carbon dioxide. ‘Ihe intermediate stop 
cocks, B, and D,, which are closed immediately after 
the tubes are filled, prevent the absorption and wash 
liquids from mixing with each other. All the cocks 
are closed just as secon as the absorption tubes are 
niled. 

At this point A is filled with the gas to be analyzed. 
he thermometer is pushed close to the burette and 
both the temperature and the volume of gas are noted. 
Then a few cubic centimeters of the gas are driven 
over into A,, so that by the rise of the caustic potash 
in the filling tube a volume of gas is formed over the 
absorption material. When the gas volume has be- 
come so large that no absorption reagent can be driv- 
en towards L, then the opening through which the 
absorption tube is filled, is closed tightly with a rub- 
ber stopper. The two stopcocks, which belong to A, 
are now opened wide slowly. As soon as the flow of 
the gas through the wash bulb, caused by the equal- 
ization in the pressure, has ceased then the upper 
stopcock at Bis opened in the direction of A,. With 
the assistance of a second ley eling bulb, connected to 
3, the gas is now led slowly through the wash liquid 
in a uniformly flowing stream, when the lower stop 
cock at B is opened very carefully. When the entire 
volume of gas has been transferred into A, then the 
stop cocks at A are the stopper ts removed 
from A, and the residual gas is driven over into B 
by the caustic potash liquor which again enters the 


closed, 
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bsorption vess« The volume of the gas in B is 
ow observed in the same manner as in A, while th 
temperature is noted as well 
Absorption Follows 
The absorption of the rest of the constituents in 
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the gas now follows in the same manner by the aid 
of the different absorptive reagents. In the cases of 
the absorption of the heavy hydrocarbons and of car 
bon monoxide consideration is to be taken of the fact 
that in the wash bulbs, B, and D.,, which are used to 
absorb the bromine and hydrochloric acid vapors, a 
gas volume is produced likewise in the same manner 

By following through this process, when the gas 
reaches FE, it has been freed from carbon dioxide 
heavy hydrocarbons, oxvgen and carbon monoxide 

The methane and hydrogen contained in the resid 
ual gas which has not been absorbed and which is 
held in the burette FE are determined by an explosion 
of a part of the gaseous residue in admixture with a 
sufficient quantity of air, and the hydrogen itself is 


determined by a fractional combustion over pal 
ladium. 
About twelve to fifteen cubic centimeters of the 


residual gas are driven through the mixing bulb, F,, 
in which there are about seventy cubic centimeters 
of air, by suitably setting the stopcocks and by the 
aid of the leveling bulbs, which are connected with 
E and F, the volume of gas is transferred into F. In 
this way a very intimate admixture of the gas with 
air results in the tube F In the inside of —. there 
is a mixing tube. The stream of this 
through a nozzle and sucks a part of the with it 
into the shell-like bulb in the manner bunseti 
burner. However, onlv a comparatively sma'l part 
can pass over into F through the canillarv tubes, 
that the air gas mixture revolves further through the 
mixing tube and is subjected to an additional mixing 
action. After the upper k at FE been 
closed the air-gas mixture is driven over into F hy 
the aid of the pressure bulb connected through D 
After the stopcock D, has been closed and the tem 
perature and volume have been read, then the igni 
tion of the mixture is accomplished in F by 
a current from the induction coil through the plati 
num ele hich melted into the glass. The 
ignited mixture of air and gas is now driven through 
IF, into G in the manner which 


vas enters 
air 
of a 


Sy 


stopcoc has 


passin 


‘trodes VW are 


ec. plaine d 


has heen 


beforehand, in order to absorb the carbon dioxide 
gas which has been formed in the ignition process 
In the burette, G. the contraction in volume in tl 
gas, taking into consideration at Variation in tl 
temperatures at which the readings ar id < 
termined with respect to the original vol e of ‘ 
vas before ioniti n 

In order to determine the hvdroven content of t 
gas, a part of the residual gas in FE is removed 
through the stopcock |) intil the volume eft he 
hind in the burette E is about fifteen enh ent 
meters. Then EF, must be filled with air again. which 
is accomplished by allowing the water to run out by 
means of a suitable setting of the stopcocks in the 
line from the burette F to the stopcock D,. The 
last trace of water is removed from FE. hv means of 
the stopcock with which the mixing bulb is provided 


The 
closed and th: 
behind in E, 
through F 


burette F is then filled with water again, D, is 
tely measured residual vas, 
is driven by the aid of the pressure flask 
into I, whereat the entire quantity of 


‘. 7 
accu! iett 


air-cas mixture is driven over into F in an uninter- 
ipnted stream. Now the palladium wire which is 
arranged in the small quartz tube, is heated with a 


small flame in the usual manner and by leading the 
stream of air-gas mixture to and fro over the pal- 








ladium wire. which is accomplished by suitably 
ting the stopcocks between E 


temperatures, are reduced to readings at 0 de 


and 


the hydrog 
is burned up and in the end the resulting contract 
in volume is measured in the burette FE. ; 

The gas volumes, which are read at the differ 


by the aid of tables, and the content 


constituents in the gas is calculated from the 


tions in the volume 


The calculation 
tions of methane, hydrogen and residual nitrogen 


or I 


f the 


f the 


oy 


Ce} 
ari 
red 
pre ] ¢ 


{ 
\ 
\ 


carried out in exactly the same manner as is describ: 
his 


Dr. 


pages 107 


by 


The rapidity of the passage of tl 


apparatus 


nating was 


Bunte 


in 
to 110 


book on 


“A 


1 


1¢ 


{ ourse 


i t 


1 (a 


gas through 


as its various constituents are being 
sorbed can be regulated in the case of a normal illu: 


so that in the absorption of the car 


1 


dioxide the speed is not more than three cubic cet 


meters 


meters 


pe 


I 


minute 
in the absorption of 


not 


f 


more than 
the hea 


two cubie 


\ 


and in the cases of oxvgen and carbon 
speed is not more tl 
ute through the absorption reagent. 


| he 


Many tests mixtures, composed ¢ 
of diiferent gases were 


results 
tual conte 


ec 


) 


T 
dl 


1 


apparatus has proved to |] 


made 1 


1] 


re f 
if kn 
and analyzed 


1 


ingredients in the 


cent 


hvdrocarb« 
monoxide 


> 


] 


of the analysis agreed verv well 
nts of th 


1 


rré 


‘at 


one cubic centimeter per m! 


SUuUCCE 


n quantit: 


with 


ras 


the 


Partt 


larlv in the case of carbon monoxide, which is a 


that is very difficult to absorb in any rt of 
anelvsis avparatus. were the results very gratif 
For example, an analvsis was made of a seous n 
ture consisting of coal gas and coke oven was 
cording to the Bunte method, one sample gave 1° 
per cent of carbon monoxide. and another 16.10 
cert carbon mononide. The analysis. carried on w 
the above described apparatus, gave the identical 
sult in the first case, and 15.5 per cent in the sec 
case Then a mixture of carbon monoxide and 
gen was made, containing the pure gases Che | 
portio f carbon monoxide was 17 per cent. 
inalvsis gave 17.2 per cent. an error of slichtlv n 
t] 1 1 per cent 
In using th abe th: elie a ee 
merely necessat to keep to the sneeds One 
licated above : 
Resume 
dvant ~ this appa : the 
nuous analysis of gas are as follows: 
1. The work involved in its manipulatic is 
tremely small 
The working with low pressures is avoided 
cordingly the danger of obtaining incorrect res 
due to leaky stopcocks, is eliminated. 
§ The irksome shaking of the bulbs in order 
effect complete absorption is no longer necessar\ 
4 It is possible bv the use of this apparatus 
carry out three analyses simultaneously, one start 
right after the other. 
5. The time of the analysis is reduced to a cons! 


erable extent. so that chemists in the laboratory h 
mere leisure for other more important tasks 


6 


The operation of gas analvsis 


reduc 


‘ d Fe, 


the state of the most important function of the lal 
atory to one of subordinate standing 


of the lah 


ratory 


in the 


routi! 
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Educational co-operation between a great State 





niversity and an association of the public utility ex 





+ 


utives of that State is to be exemplified for the first 





me under an arrangement just completed between 
Public Utility 


Perhaps never in the history of utility 






ndiana University and the Indiana 





\ssociation 





velopment has such an opportunity been seized by 





tility executives to “sell” their industry to the public 








rough channels that usually are fast closed against 




















things other than academic. And the point of par 











icular interest in the Indiana arrangement is that the 
that a 








facials of Indiana Universitv have realized 








tudy of public utility problems at first hand is aca 


a ee ee =i 
emic in the extreme and yet reaching towards deft 


























ite practice of educational theory. 
Dean W. A. 


school of Commerce and 








Rawles, of the Indiana University 











Finance, in anneuncing the 








rst step in the program of co-operation, said the an 








Hoosier utility association 





ual meeting of the big 








vill be State Universit 





held on the campus of the 
Many 











loomington, Jan. 14 facilities of the unt 

















ersitvy are to be used in developing the unique idea. 
rhe announcement stated that it 1s planned tor the 
‘ss1ons of the utility conference to be open to t] 









































ublic. with the university students of con:merce | 
finance in attendance. The visiting business men 
ome 200 utility executives from all over Indiana 
rom several distant States as well—are to be entet 











ined at the fraternity houses and in other stud 


athering places at the u 








versity rrangements 











s entertainment are being carried forward undet 








he direction of the Indiana University Boosters Club 
a student 
orge Armstrong 








organization—under the leadership 


president of the 














An Excellent Program 





\nd the program of the utility association 1s 


eplete with unusual addresses. John 





1 - ° 1 
erre Haute, Ind., one of the most widely 






‘rnevs and utility operators in Indiana, is to make 





address to the students in the Indiana 





w school and the commerce of finance students 
day. Jan. 13. Walter A. Fairservis, editor of 
fERICAN Gas JouRNAL, New 


lity and publicity subject matter 









iana Universitv school of journalism, and 





Henry, president of the Indiana Public Utility As 


‘ciation, is to address a convocation of the thousands 





f students at the universitv. These varied addresse 





College to Be Scene of Utility Meeting 


Co-operation Between Indiana University and State Association to Produce Gathering 


By WALTER S. GREENOUGH 


are in addition to the re; 








gular program of the big 
utility association, to which students from anv of the 
university departments may listen. 

“The utility association is glad to accept the invita- 
ticn to hold the annual meeting at the university,” 
said President Charles L. Henry, for the JOURNAL. 
“It is from such departments as the school of com- 
merce and finance at Indiana University that the 
utility industry recruits its future leaders. We are 
planning to hold open meetings and to arrange a 
program that will cover the fundamentals of the 
utility business. 

“Some of the biggest and most progressive utility 
operators in Indiana will be on the program to dis- 
cuss various ph 


ises of the business.” 

that President Will 
iam Lowe [bryan of Indiana University will be asked 
k and that Dean Rawles will explain to the visit- 
ing business men the scope of the work of the school 


of commerce and 


: 
resident Henry announced 


t +] 
t© tal 


finance. Other speakers for the un- 
usual meeting are to be announced later, President 
[lenry’s statement said. In addition to the business 
sessions planned for the utilitv meeting at the univer- 
sity, the utility association will hold its annual dinner 
in the Indiana Student Building, on the campus of 
the university. 
lhe annual mecting is to close in another unusual 
manner. The visiting utility men will be entertained 
by the student body in the evening with a basketball 
game between Indiana University and Northwestern 
versity. It is expected that the unusual spectacle 
co-operation between the big Mid-Western State 
niversity and utilitv association will attract many 
sitors from other States ; 


lhe educational values underlying the plan are so 
hatic that utility men in Indiana are congratulat- 
ing the leaders of the utility association on the stroke 


1 


oft genius tnat iS to 1 1ake possible such co operation. 
lieve it will work wonders for the 
f j 


public 
ewpoint of the future towards Indiana 


utility 





Real Continuous Service 


\tlanta, Ga——Save for a few days during the Civil 
vl General Sherman raided and burned the 

tv of Atlanta, the fires started in the furnaces at the 
of the Atlanta Gas Light Company in 1846 
ive be burning steadily, night and day, since that 
( ( ding to a brief historical story published 
ecently by the company in its public service house 

1 The { 


lapse during Sherman’s visit was only 
duration and was due to the fact that 
re no customers to serve at that 
ime. It has been al 
visit to the 
burned 


¢ e 7 


f a few days’ 
particular 
1 Sherman’s 
and since that time the fires have 


‘ontinuously night and dav 


there ws 
most sixtv vears since 


city, 






















AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL December 24, 192 














Experiences 


Abstract of Paper Presented at Pacific Coast Gas Association 


By JOHN CLEMENTS 





lo my mind, one of the most important things in has gained and held the consumer's confidence, ; 
our daily business is how we meet, and how we treat, this is what my experience has taught me is m 
the consumer, especially the one who has some sort’ earnestly and above all the most valual le asset 
of complaint; in the language of the vernacular, has person or a corporation can posses: 

a kick coming 






| might go on with a long lecture on this then 
| do not deem it necessary to explain the prejudice but that is not the object of this paper. What I mo 
that seems to prevail in the minds of the average man desire to show is that we should at all times use o1 
or woman against the public service corporations a best and utmost endeavors to create and to hold tl 
condition that has come 
about by the intluence of 
the public agitator and | a 
am sorry to say by many 
unscrupulous — politicians 
in their endeavors’ to 







satisfied consumer. Aft 
fifty years’ experience 

dealing with the public. 
feel myself qualified 1 
again say that we shoul 
use our energy to gat 



















catch that most valuable, and hold the confidence « 
that most sacred, right of Here is a paper that contains |] our patrons. 

the American citizen, the : z 

vale Geiitienes ¢ hit that rarest of all intangibles: hu- | Many Trifling Com- 
opinion is strengthened in , ° ‘ plaints 

sic decile all Wier emails man interests. Rich in humor, 

bv the manner in which readable in style and homely on In my experience 


the complaint is received 
—let us say. in an indif- 
ferent sort of a way—a 


matters above stated 
Pe ° . we ite 7 na son 
its fine wisdom, it offers much have often found son 









verv trifling complaints 
thing that is quite likely material for use in obtaining pub- | among many I recall on 
to occur ina large office | case where an old lad 
where hundreds of con licity. We hope our readers will came to me with apnarent 
sumers call each day and , — great distress. She w: 
complaints be com e a find as much joyousness in it as quite sure there was some 
mere matter of fact; let us we did.—Fditor. thing wrong with the g: 
Sav, routine work. he 









meter and she asked vert 
clerk may be civil, he may | 


earnestly that her met 





















be polite, but he is coldly be tested and, if fouw 
negatively, so. | necessary. that a new 1 
ach person having a — ter be placed at her house 
complaint feels that tne (On examining het 
should have some special attention given him, and count, I found that for several months past her b 
mv personal experience has taught me that they are had shown the amounts charged as 7 ents 
entitled to this special attention. of course within _ bil! of which she was then complaining was 81 cent 
the bounds of reason. Now all of this cannot be done’ just 6 cents more than usual. This was to her mi 
by the average clerk at the counter: but should be t large increase. She said she had talked to her hn 
referred to some one designated bv the manager te band about it: that he had <caid that the differ 


gas company 


re to that the ras compnal 






in this spirit 





llowevert 








SI ed nN tl e1lr pt =Cs ov" we we uld be pl ised | Was ible to satisfv ] eT that the hill VV i 1<f 

to go into that 1 Se thei bl 1 | of this -complimenting her on her careful 1 svs 

“i ive had tl 1 ] | leony t mses ( manage ent of her household affairs S]} left s 

have gained the confidence of and mad i friend of fied that we were not so bad as she had been led 
the consume! This consti er, in case | has an\ believe Mv experience 1s that. whil such « ises 
further complaint, will eal! for the person “hat settled this one are mere trifles, vet if the c: nsumer cat 
his last trouble. \VWhv* secause this representatiy« mede to see that the public service e- orations me 
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be tatr, that thev are conducted by fellow human 
eings, that they strive to treat their fellow men and 


vomen with fait | Id 


and impartial justice, then lL woul 
sav that the time spent is well spent. 

often a source of contention between 
the company and the \e all know that a 
erv small leak avery | |] 
mell 
sumer’s side of the meter and then again it may be 
on the inlet or company’s side jut, be this as it may 
the consumers as a rule jump to the conclusion that 
thev are being charged for gas that they did not use 
and that, as a consequence, their bills are increased 
ind have been larger than they should have been for 


(sas leaks are 
CoOnsunicr 
will produce 


arvge so-called 


Sometimes that leak 1s on the outlet or con 


some time past. Very often they will come in asking 
for a large rebate on their bill while the actual! 
amount of gas shown to have been lost is very trifling 
indeed, by actual test, let’s sav, one foot in twenty 
four hours which would show up as thirty feet at the 


s and, 


end of one month, a value of approximately 3 or 4 
cents, as a rule, the consumers demand that bills 
should be cut in half. This. I find, can usualy be 
handled by a statement of the account showing date 
when no leak was claimed to exist 


An Excited Appeal 


Speaking of gas leaks, from one ot the com 
panies I have a story of 
sume (the nativity not given by my informant). who 
called at the office much excited. asking, “Where! 
Gas stink man? de mete. She smell like hell! \Wat’s 
mat? You send man down prento fix him no smell 
quick, big hurry: makey my wife. my chil’, all dan 


Fvery ne 


appreciate this man’s distress. ‘We can 


gas 


a man, a Portuguese I pre 


sick. Please vou send him sure quick.” 
of us can 


also appre iate the 


] necessity of prompt action in case 
of a leak. be it large or small 

We all know that meters get out of order in vari 
Here is one from Portland. A meter sup 
plying a Chinaman evidently was stuck; that 1s, gas 


ous WaVs 


was passing but not registering: 

‘Dear Sir The 
be fix it was nearly two and a half months ago Kim 
the restaurant was making the gas 
we didn’t know it. we boil a kettle of water, then we 


this is how w 


meter something wrong it got to 


Sun, meter and 


went and see if the water was boilin 


know it: if we didn’t went and see the water, we 
vouldn’t know Then we | oht it igall t docks 
ery loud But now it doesn't docks very loud 

15 or 30 minutes it dock once again But no t 
stick of the meter does around. So please fix it 

(ure What was really the matter with t 
nformation that the rest int man had been us 

is for which the company was not collecting ? 

It was very evident that something was wrong 

Speaking of something being wrong, this brings to 


it has been 
a letter of 


caution to emplovet Sin regard to the use ot mat es 


v mind that at a very recent date neces 


sarv for a general office manager to write 


when looking for a gas leak. The experience of one 
man blown out from under a house and into the hos- 
pital would seem to be enough to warn others—but 


they say there is one still being born every minute, 
and that they will only be able to learn by experience 

From another source, I get an experience along the 
same line: 








[le says that several years ago a green meter read 


er was sent to turn on the gas in an apartment house 
one Saturday afternoon. [le was fully instructed to 
go upstairs and shut off any opening if the test hand 


moved when he made the connection 


test 


hand showed a leak, so he went upstairs and shut off 


\ 


all burners on the 


1 


ever, ne 


How 
uncapped lighting outlet. 
About nine o'clock that night the new tenant came 
in and smelled gas, lit a match, and was blown out 
into the hall, the entire apartment being badly 
wrecked—leaving a good prospect of a suit for dam- 


vas range, and went home. 


overlooked an 


age. here is, however, a sequel to this proposed 
damage suit. 

he man who was blown up, who, by the way, was 
personally known to one of the office employees, 
came into the office the next day after his release 
from the hospital, and demanded that he see the man- 
ager. The man was covered with many bandages and 
Was in consequence of these bandages fairly well dis- 
guised but, in spite of all this, he was at once recog- 
nized but the name given did not exactly tally. Upon 
investigation it was found that the injured man was 
not only inpured but that he was married and this 
apartment was not his lawful home. He was sup 
posed to be on a trip down the valley. This, with 
other disclosures, was put in possession cf the man 
Needless to say, no damage suit was men- 

Further, the story goes that he explained to 

his wife that he had been in a railroad wreck 

his experience shows the value of personal ac 
quaintance which is in more ways than one of great 
value to the gasman 


aver 
tioned 


When Personal Acquaintance Counts 
llere is another case where 
counts: 

\ prominent 


personal acquaintance 


attorney, who was constantly com- 
plaining of high bills and who really, in the language 
of my informant, was a great pest in this respect, had 
time and time again protested his bills, which finally 
caused the superintende nt to order that a recording 
complaint meter be set It seems that in this case 
the recording meter was not set in tandem with the 
consumer’s meter but was placed instead of the house 
mete! \fter the meterman had thus set the meter 
he told the att wife to use all the gas she 

as no charge would be made for the gas 
used during the week that this complaint meter was 


mevs 


wanted to, 


in service. She 


was delighted and told of the con- 

versation between herself and the meterman. The 
ittorney’s suspicion was at once aroused. He investi 
Oo ited and at once le arned t] e obiect of the Test ; nd 
the nature of the clock meter, and construed it to 
ean that his wife was being induced to use lots of 
vas while the eter was in plac: The attorney was 
ery sore. Ne morning he called up the superin 
tendent and politely read him a copv of a complaint 


he had prepared for the Public Service Con 
This complaint was a hot one and, had it gone in. it 
shown the company in a very bad light. 
ffowever, the superintendent happened to be a per- 
acquaintance, and after there 
wes no ulterior motive in placing the test meter the 


t 
matter was settled to of all 


sonal that 


assurance 
the entire satisfaction 


concerned, and the complaint was not sent in 
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The Worst Offenders 


notice that when an accident occurs 
through carelessness that it is usually some old em 
ploy ho should and does know better—that causes 
the trouble. In one company two fitters were asphyx- 
ated within a couple of months of each other. Both 
were old hands, who had served their time in the Old 
uuntry and had years of experience on top of it. 

“ast year one of the head stokers went into a dark 
nt to blow the water out of the drip that was lo- 
cated tl light being out of order, he lit 
i match to see if the water had quit blowing. It had, 
was badly burned before his helper pulled 
him out of the flames. But this is no worse than a 


Ly you evel 


| 
1ere Ilis spot 


ali I1¢ 


htter who sewed up a bad gash in the palm of his 
hand with ordinary black thread. The strange and 
somewhat funny part is that the hand healed up 
beautifully 


Later, this same fitter blew up two apartments by 
hunting for a leak in the basement with a match. 


[le couldn't smell the gas, for it was up in the walls 
\s the walls were insulated with hair pack- 


ing, 1t made a horrible smell when the explosion 
came [he fire department had to tear off all the 


plaster and do $600 worth of damage in order to put 
out the fire 
\Ve often hear the complaint from people that the 
gas company demands and takes the consumer’s 
without giving full value. Of vou 
understand that this as a rule applies to the minimum 
charge, but here is a case that is somewhat different 
somewhat out of the ordinary: 


none course, 


Complaint comes in, “No gas. Man is sent out 
with all pessible speed; finds complainant has a pre- 

, opens up meter and fails 
find the necessary quarter, or twenty-five-cent 
ad, he finds two dimes and one nickel. 


act and give up the gas 


ment mete! Gasman 


ley ice tails to 


ne led »y the 


’ consumer. Gas company gets the 
money without giving consumer value for same. Con 
sumer wants to know what difference it makes, so 
long as he pays the darn thing 25 cents. Given full 

. + } 


on by gasman. consumer and gasman laugh 
inds and part good friends 
all charges of 


’ ~ 
( om 


intent to cheat, 











er, B. C., about ten years ago had a few 
SIV umbling palaces that catered to Oriental 
These were lighted with Humphrey gas 
he Chinese employees became acquainted 
s maintenance men. The gambling start 
t o’clock each morning and ran until the 
e ] : the t morning, so th rcs were 
he t n ri 1 (on ticular 

| was | fort the front st te 
. St on with heat 1 B ceatl 





“/ suble 


e afternoon went up the front stairs, rapping three 
es on a nanel as an ©. K. going up the stairs 
Chine se outlook was dozit y peacefu ly and. on 


mor «197 


as the gasman started in the 


een it wac - white ’ 1 











him back and slammed the door in his face and turne 


on the alarm gong—thinking it was a police rar 

lor the next five minutes the Chinese certainly raise 

“merry hell” destroying all evidence that the plac 
was a gambling joint. They hid all their paraphe 

nalia, and all the Orientals scooted down the ba 

wavy into the street, through the Y. M. C. A. Aft 

everything was fixed to his satisfaction, and the light 
turned out, the big fat proprietor came out to deman 
what the white man wanted. When he saw it wa 
the gasman his face was surely a study, and the way 
he lit into that lookout man was a caution. It wasn’t 
to understand Chinese to know he wasn’t 
reciting his prayers. ‘The joke all over China 
town, and that particular gasman got plenty of kid 
ding from the Chinese for the next month 


necessar®ry 


wen 


A Repair in a Theater 


It is certainly an interesting experience to take 
your ladder to the center of the stage of a Chinese 
theater and adjust the gas arc while the performance 
keeps going and about fifteen hundred Chinese out 11 
front are munching peanuts and shuffling their feet 
over the discarded shells. They never even know yot 
are there. for all the attention they pay to vou 


But it didn’t go that way with DeWolf Hopper 
when a gasman “cooned” up the under side of thi 


arch to turn out a Welsbach arc that 
failed to turn out with the others when the curtair 
went up, in an emergency theater lighted with 
arcs. He not onlv damned the gasman, hut he pri 
to tell the audience what he thought of f1 
theater, the city, and the nada 

I get an experience of what is termed a new meth 
od of | accounts In most of th 


companies that are so-called combination 


prescenium 


cer ded 


Dominion of C 


illing consumers 
compante 
out sey 


is and 11 


it is (so far 
lls for each item: that ts, one for 
electricity. 
ers would say that 
item and not for the other item. \Vith 


as known) the custor to n ike 
other for It often happened that consu: 


they had receiy bills for one 





tion bill this cannot occur. Besides this, the met: 
statement taker carries onlv one book instead of tw 
Thus it will be seen that considerable 1 lev is save 
in cost yf books bills. entrv cl ks to sav notht 


of the amount of time saved 





+ 


with the remark that after a vear’s trial this has be 


a most satisfactorv eX] erience 


And now I must take up the matter of experie: 
that has come to our knowledge ove eriod 

ny rapidly-passing vears. Somethin ver s 
vears ago, in the city of St. Louis. T 1 out ( 
1 lamp-lightine route with a small, light Ide 
with a lard oil dip lamp ind would hght he str 
lamps. There were a number of bovs and some rt 
engaged in this work at that time. These lights 










cit ind hamlet and even along the road 1 1 
WAVS O iv see creat ow vas Tr 
his has been a wonderful experienc: 

In those davs. and even up toa s ( years a 
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As the Journal Views It 





Christmas in the Gas Industry 

\s another Christmas greets us in the gas industry 
we find that we indeed have many things to make us 
glad that we 


Contemplating those 


are able to celebrate this holiday 

things which go to make up 
the Christmas cheer we find that there are on all sides 
indications that just go to prove that there has come 


good- 


Progress has been made by the nations of the 


out of the past a new meaning to “peace and 


will.” 
world in assuring that peace shall reign forevermore 
ind this adds a significance that never before was 
present. 

time 


he gas industry finds itself at this happy just 


entering into an era that promises great advancement 
and that holds out to workers a great reward Phe 
that the field 


millions that are dependent upon us 1s 


service has rendered to the nation 


through the 


but an added reason why we should rejoice. \Ve can 


face the future with great confidence, knowing that 


we have accomplished each task as best we knew 


eiving much and asking but little in return. Jo thos 


who make up the field, there must come a 


tion of work well done and in each one there must 


stir a feeling of pride over our accomplishments 


To its readers the AmeERICAN GAS JouRNAL desires t 


wishes for a full measure of the Christmas 


extend 1ts 


‘vervone in the desei 


field so richly 


Using Experiences 
Have you read the article entitled sl xperiences 


1 
} 


which is published in this issue? If not we wv 
idvise that you turn to it at once, for you w 
therein great truths, aptly illustrated by instance 


that will serve to bring out that fact: huma 


le Sami 


Mr. Clements, 


the world over. 


own vast 


well as drawing from his 


red ad splet 


1as been that he has prep. 


, 1 11 
did artici¢ inat will serve two purposes 


} ~ ~ 


gasman a view of the industry from the inside 


well as the way it appears to the average consut 
There are instances cited in the article that 


will lend 


work. 


many 


themselves exceedingly well to publicity 


Chev show the human side of the busin¢ 


which, unfortunately, is all too often overlooked in 
the pressure of other work. But it is our firm bel 
that if this is properly brought before the consumers 
of anv company that it will serve to clear up mis 
\nd we are 


that. 


understanding speaking from experi 


ence when we say 





A Novel Meeting in Indiana 

Probably one of the most novel scenes of an asso 
ciation gathering is that planned for the annual meet 
ing of the Indiana Public Utility Association, to be 
held next month at the University of Indiana, and 
which will include not only utility operators but the 
student body as well. 

It is hard to measure all of the advantages that will 
this meeting but 


follow one thing 1s certain, the 


young men who make up the student body are going 
to be fully informed regarding the public utility field 
and 


l-rom the information which we have at hand the 


the problems that are confronting it. 


meetings oft the 


association will be held in such a 


manner as to interest as well as instruct the under- 


graduates and the subjects will be of such a general 


nature that they will be readily understood. Nothing 


technical will be included by any of the speakers 


\s we understand it, there is a larg number of stu 


dents who are in the school of 


journalism and who 


are correspondents for the newspapers in their home 


towns [hese voung men will cover the meeting 


sending in d snat hes to their \ 


| irlous newspapers and 
everybody will be the gainers. 
Certainly this will be a most unusual meeting and 
the association goes the credit for an ceedingly 
original idea \\e understand that the pl rig 


ted with lol mn ( 


Mellett, the 


iously has been commente 


secretary of the ass 


, eo : g 

1] | s¢ CO \Ir \le let 7 hic fc, il ca 

Wy nas { icted wide attention not I i hic 

1 
’ State but ron dh) the cc ntry I, re 
’ ; 41 1 ‘ 
> { Y » the ) a. oe ( ¢ es 
y 
I story ¢ ( Ss Ct 1) ec ' , 
Ss winnin ) edit also 1 st he ¢ 
, 
bers t t Pas 







esire to rena il service ta sust cost Indiar 
s to be congratulated on the splendid type of men at 
ead of he ility companies. 


Less than 2!4, Per Cent Spent for Gas 


Less than 7 per cent of the average yearly inc e of 
()] o tan lies s ’ ice) public util S Ce cit d 
, 0 figures compiled by the department of home O 
omics of Ohio State University The compilation 
shows that 1n 1920 the average familv having an income 
if ST5OO to S6.000 spen only 6.49 per cent of the total] 


incon The expenditures as analvzed in the survey 
vere as follows 1.01 per cent of the families’ income 
vent for electri ity 2 24 per cent f¢ r street-cat : 

» 45 per cent for gas and 1 per cent for tel 
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\ study of some of the rate-case decisions which 
have been rendered during 1921 has tust been com- 
pleted by E. E. Barkson, of the J. N. Chester Engi- 
neers, of Pittsburgh, Pa. Because of the importance 
of this work the full study is given below: 


Trend of Decisions—as Here Interpreted—from 
Salient Features 


lirst—The higher figures in the depreciation col 
umn applving to plant proper are due to a fore- 
shortened life of the plant as controlled by the re- 
maining life of the field. The highest figures in this 
connection are shown for the Hope Company case 
and the Duff Company case, the latter having been 
prepared in this office, and precented to the commis- 
sion with testimony by the writer, we can explain 
with authority that the figure of 8 per cent in the 
depreciation column is intended to amortize the plant 
value in seven years on the basis of a 4 per cent sink- 
ing fund. Or, in other words, it is intended to return 
the plant value to the owners within the economical 
life of the field. (The term, “Useful life,” was used 
in the opinion for the Hope Company case.) 

Second—Practical methods for conservation of gas 


are more in demand. The step-up rate, or inverted- 


block schedule, as permitted in four of these deci- 
sions, represents the method approved or permitted 
now in 


four States (New York, Ohio, Kentucky and 


Rate 
Base 


$450,000 


Company and City or Di 


strict 
Costs 
Me 


Lewiston G. L. Co, Lewiston, 





Freeport G. Co., Freeport, III saat 525,000 
Rochester G. & E. Corp., Rochester, N. Y 8.645.891 3,482,311 
Canton G. & F. Co., Canton, Il 175,000 62.041 
Boston Cons. G. Co.. Boston. Mass . ees 
Kingston G. & E. Co., Kingston, N. Y.... 812,460 154.408 
Illinois Gas Co., Olney, etc., Ill.......... Buy gas 66,328 
No. N. Y. Utilities Co., Watertown, N. ¥ 667 614 215,116 
Memphis G. & E. Co., Memphis, Tenn ...10,100,000 2.150.000 
Lansing F. & G. Co., Lansing, Mich 2,175,000 511,660 
Spokane Falls G. & L. Co., Washington 1,154,078 385.437 
Pacific Pwr. & L. Co., Vancouver, Wash 129,655 Buy gas 
So. Dutchess G. & E Co., Beacon, N. ¥ 101.690 41.27 
Fulton Co. G. & E. Co., Johnstown, N. Y.. 1,197,364 24.348 
Rates reduced in 16 cities, No. Carolina... Low rates of li 
Rates reduced in 16 cities, No. Carolina Hich rates of list 
D. & B.G. & E.L. Co. Danbury, Conn 529,000) 158,000 
( Ha n G. Co.. Gr. Hi el ti Mich 228 OOO 133/M 
N. I. G. Co.. Glassboro. N. J . ; 1.373.500 347 S00 
Col P. & L. Corp., Cohoes tc.. N. Y 558,234 116.782 
W iv, tn. ee. OO ee GA Appleton, Wis 662,177 242,000 
Cape M Ilium. Co., Cape May, N. J 193,500 52.865 
Provid G. Co.. Providens et R. I 7.500.000 5 M 
>. St Marie G. & E. Co., S.S.M.. Mich.. 245.000 1.09/M 
J G. Co., Jat town, N. D 58,414 17.611 
». Pa 230.000 41] 440 
nd 269 DOO 47 2904 
B (. ¢ Berwi Pa ; 195.000 3) 643 


317 


Trend of Rate Case Decisions 


A Study of Some Judicial Verdicts for 1921 






A PARTIAL LIST OF DECISIONS FOR 1921 IN 
Operating 


$146,690 







Maryland) for the single purpose of conserving gas 
Its purpose is claimed as its justification, although it 
has been refused, in certain cases, by the commissions 
of Pennsylvania and \Vest Virginia on the ground 
that it is discriminatory 

Success, for conservation, is claimed for the three 
part rate schedule, initiated by the Doherty proper 
ties in the West. The important feature of the three 
part rate is the demand charge, which corresponds to 
the demand charge in electric rates and to the ca 
pacity charge (or service charge) in water rates, with 
the additional vital feature that the individual maxi 
mum demand on the system is limited to the amount 
which has been contracted for by him and upon 
which his demand charge is based. Such a rate 
schedule, with the limiting device, applied at Ottawa, 
Kan., effected a reduction of 57 per cent in the peak 
load or winter demand. 

Third—The one high rate in this list of $2.12 mav 
serve as the forerunner of the fact that costs for nat- 
ural gas will continue to increase in many cases to 
the point beyond which artificial gas would be more 
economical Costs for artificial val, there 
fore, influence the limit to rates for natural gas. 

Fourth—It is interesting to note that the minimum 
charge type of schedule prevails in this list of deci- 
sions, although the service charge type is in the ma- 


vas Or C 


ioritv for the list of decisions in artificial gas cases 
as tabulated 


ARTiFIC‘AL CAS 


Gas Sales 


co J 


/ ( Rates pet Servic Min M. Cu. Ft 
Return Depr M. Cu. Ft Charge Charge per Year 
f) $1.90 1.50 he 
Yh 1 33 1.657 1.50 SO (M) 77.70 
2 () 1.30 $4 80) 2.945 000 
0 2.1 1.904 1.45 9 00 
70 Depr 1.40 inde ding si e a ; 
R0) 1.60 6.00 118.259 
$2.240 2501.75 9.0) 32,00 
v 2.17 Hn) 124 0% 
7.5 2.5 1.35 and t 10.80 800.001 
8.0 1.82 1.354 1.00 5.40 564,00 
7 Me 3.33 
“M t) 35 
7.8 2.40 »? 11 
S() Lo 140 | 170.74 
1&0 150 
2.457215 
X () 1.05 1&0 ] ) 4 7 19410 
g 20 1.65 1.25 6.00 12.00 
SOO OOD > 1() 155 211.0 
8.0 1.93 2.05 4 74,18 
8.0 151 1.600 1.10 M) 151,0¢ 
6.0 $2,000 2.5547 2.25 9 0) 5 45 
37.5/M.  6.5/M 1.25% 1.05 0 » 201) 
7=49 11/M 1.50 6.00 
80 3.2 
7 () 3.13 1.75 1.05 00 7 
7 15 1.750 1.50 12.00 30, 
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Company and City or District Plant Operating 
Valu Cost 
Producers G. Co., Olean. N.Y... $219. 282 $33.614 
Pennsylvania G. Co., Jamestown, N. Y 2,193 379 273.173 
Pennsylvania G. Co., Erie. Pa 14,380.00 612,000 
Southern Counties G. Co., Ventura, Cal 426,293 84.570 
Republic L., H. & P. Co., New York.... 398,210 27,311 
Snyder G. Co., Amherst, NY 64,78. 7,500 
Sandcreek G. & O. Co., Gre ensburg, Ind.. 34 00K 5,649 
Southern Counties G. Co., So. Dist.. Cal... 2,062,958 ‘ 


Indiana Nat. G. & O. Co., Kckomo, Ind 
Kokomo G. & F. Co., Kokomo, Ind...... 
Hope Nat. G. Co., Tri-State, W. Va 
East Ohio G. Co., Cleveland, Ohio 
Duif City G. Co., No. Alleg. Co., Pa 
Quapaw G. Co., Dewy- Miami 
Consumers G. Co., Miami, etc., 
Dewy G. Co., Dewy, Okla... 

| Note—Where 
depreciation and depletion of wells, etc.] 


425,000 
34,500,000 


150,000 
3.088 942 
775,786 


63, l 36 


A PARTIAL LIST OF DECISIONS FOR 1921 IN 


Rates to the Kokoma G. & F. Co 
197,679 

9 400,000 
Maximum temporary 
27,500 


NATURAL GAS CASES 


Gas Sale 


Y ¢ Rates pe Min M. Cu. Ft 

Return Depr M. Cu. Ft Charge per Year 
: $0.500.0.70 $12.00 i 

8.0 3.70) 0.30 0.45 1.526.447 

70 1.6 and 5.0 0.50 4,159,369 

5 3.25 2124 0.40 12.00 

8.0 4.00 O80 12.00 92.123 

8.0 5S0and &0 0.854 1.10 12.00 20.00 

8.0 20 and 12. 

95 


eee 2,309,532 
0.41 (S.C) 
7.0 WW. 1.00 
8.0 80 and 12.5 


Supply Co. 
9.00 


222.522 


0.30670.21(S.C.) 6.00 70,000,006 
rat 0.45710.75 18.00 : 
7.0 8.00 0.50 118.000 
15.846 0.254 0.20(S.C.) P 
10.86 0.50@ 0.25 1.500.000 
8.0 5(4) 0.467 0.25 


two figures appear for Depr. the first is for depreciation or aniortization of plant, while the second is for 





The investigation of bituminous coal washing prac- 
tice in the Middle Western States, being conducted 
by the United States Bureau of Mines, the mining 
department of the University of Illinois, and the IIli- 
nois Geological Survey in co-operation, has been ex- 
tended by a survey of methods in use in Alabama. 
The object of the work is to conserve coai resources 
by minimizing coal losses and to increase the utiliza 
tion of Middle Western coals for coking and other 
purposes by reducing the sulphur and ash content. A 
number of coals have been examined in the field and 
at the laboratory in order to determine the practica- 
bility of washing them. Coals from Clay County, 
Ind., and from Columbiana County, Ohio, have been 
washed successfully. Particular attention has been 
paid to the cleaning of coal on concentrating tables, 
and to a determination of the factors that affect the 
washability of coal. 

lor the purpose of aiding the industry in securing 
washing plants adapted to cleaning a particular coal 
data have been collected for a bulletin describing 
methods to be used in the examiration of a coal to 
determine the general tvpe of washery required. 

\s about fourth of the bituminous pro 
duced in the United States is used in industrial power 
plants. the waste of unburned coal and coke in the 
ashes from boiler plants has been investigated. It is 
possible to recover the greater part of the unburned 
fuel at a profit by washing the ashes on a concentrat 


. = | 
One COd 


ing table \ report of this work has been published 
as a report of the Bureau of Mines. 

rhe investigation of the occurrance and distribu 
tion of the forms of sulphur in coal is being contin 
ued. This work is considered essential because of 


the depletion of reserves of low-sulphur coal, and it 
onducted with the obiect of re ndering hi rh 
sulphur coals more suitable for metallurgical 


Sulphur reductions obtainable by cleaning a coal de 


Ss being ( 


pend entirely on the physical and chemical forms of 
the sulphur in the coal. Sulphur occurring in 





Investigating Bituminous Coal Washing Practice 


United States Bureau of Mines Seeks to Reduce Sulphur Content 


ganic combination with the coal substance and finely 
disseminated pyritic sulphur cannot be removed by 
washing. Methods have been developed for determin- 
ine the fine pyritic sulphur. 

The distribution of the sulphur forms in the coal 
bed itself have been determined in two beds in Ken- 
tucky, one in Illinois, and one in Alabama. Organic 
sulphur constitutes a larger proportion of the tota! 
sulphur in coal than is generally recognized. Of 110 
face samples taken in four beds, in fifty-three samples 
the organic sulphur made up more than 50 per cent 
of the total sulphur. The results so far obtained have 
been published as Co-operative Bulletin No. 124, by 
the engineering experiment station of the University 
of Tllinois. 


Studying Coal-Washing Problems 


A study of the coal-washing problems in the State 
of Washington is being conducted by the Bureau of 
Mines at the Northwest Experiment Station at Seat- 
tle in co-operation with the University of Washing- 
ton. A special study of similar problems in the State 
of Oregon has been made in co-operation with the 
Oregon Bureau of Mines and Geology 

Representative samples of run-of-mine 
number of mines were tested by screening, the fleat- 
and-sink method. and laboratory washing equipment, 
to determine the distribution of ash 


trom a 


oal 


impurities fro mM) 


the clean coal bv washing, and the degree to which 
the qualitv of the coal mav be improved At the 
same mines samples of all washery products were 


tested bv the float-and-sink method to determine the 
effectiveness of the washers as co-operating, and pos- 
sihle improvement of their effective bv the float 
and-sink method Manv supnlementa 
laboratory tests were 

and coal-washing table 

of improving the qualitv of the washed coal and de 


creasing the loss of good coal in the washery refuse, 


ssh 
of contri )] 
made with an experimental tig 


to determine the possibili 
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by the use of improved coal-washing methods and 
equipment. 

In co-operation with the mining companies the 
coal washeries at Issaquah, Grand Ridge, Ravens- 
dale, and \Vilkeson, in the State of Washington, and 
at Beaver Hill, Ore., have been studied. All experi- 
mental work, except the supplementary laboratory 
tests, was done in the plants. 

The principal results of the tests show: (1) The 
raw coal as it comes to the surface contains much 
bone, shale and clay, most of which must be removed 
before the coal is marketable; (2) the present wash 
eries are inefficient, the washed coal containing avoid- 
able impurities, and the refuse containing an exces- 
sive proportion of good coal. Proper adjustment ot 
the washers not only improved the quality of the 
washed coal but also greatly reduced the loss of good 
coal in the refuse; (3) by rearranging present flow 
sheets and replacing many old machines now in use 
with improved coal-washing equipment 
at each plant could be greatly improved. 


the practice 


Have Remodeled Plants 


Since the completion of these stud’es, two coal 





company has started work on a new plant to replace 
its present one. Based largely on results of experi- 
ments by the bureau of Mines, one mine is building 
a table-washing plant to treat a pile of refuse amount- 
ing to more than 1,000,000 tons, estimated to contain 
approximately 200,000 tons of 
coking quality. 

Two papers are being prepared for publication by 
the Bureau of Mines, one on the subject of “Specific 
Gravity Studies of Washington Coal and Their As- 
sociated Impurities,” and the other on “Study of 
Coal-Washing Problems in the Northwest ”’ 

Tests of the froth-flotation process, now widely 
used in concentrating various ores. showed that clean 
coal can be separated from ash in material passing a 
twenty-mesh sieve or finer. A great many coals 
however, contain bone, or boney coal, in which the 
carbonaceous matter is so intimately mixed with ash 
that 200-mesh grinding does not separate them. As 
the boney coal is not as easily floated as the clean 
coal, retreating the froth concentrate of coal yields 
clean coal. the bone forming a “middling.” Bvy the 
use of this method 93 to 98 per cent of the carbonace 
ous matter in the coal can be recovered in the concen- 
trate and middling, and from 30 to 70 ner cent of the 


recoverable coal of 


companies have remodeled their plants and another ash discarded as tailing 





Hooking Up With the News 














When the American Legion held a convention in Kansas City, Mo., M. J. Barry, secretary and general man 
ager of the Kansas City Gas Company, co-operated with the Salvation Army in distributing the world- 
famous doughnuts. The picture shows one of the groups that took advantage of the gas company’s hos- 


pitality. This is what we would call a “nifty stunt.” 
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Experiences 
(Continued from page 560.) 


we thought only of gas as an illuminating agency. 
Since then we have learned more of the use of gas 
and how it may be supplied and used. \Ve have 
learned that it is actually essential in the preparation 
of our daily food, for the housewife uses it for such 
purposes. ‘The commercial bakeries, hotels and res- 
taurants nearly all use it; in fact, no well-organized 
business of this sort is without it. Well, we thought 
we were getting along by great strides and were feel- 
ing quite secure as to the future success of our busi- 
ness. This was a pleasant experience. 

But there was to be more than that; we were to 
enter larger and more extended fields. We were to 
apply our product to uses that were never dreamed of 
by the boy who threescore years ago carried his 
ladder and lighted the street lamps. Our product 
was to be, and is, used in a much larger way. 





Four Louisville Employees Have Combined 
Service Record of 204 Years 


Two employees of the Louisville Gas & Electric 
Company enjoy the distinction of having been in the 
company’s service for more than fifty vears. They 
are Fergus Fallon, with a fifty-seven year record, 
and Hugh Gannon, with a fifty-six year record, both 
of whom worked for the old Louisville Gas Company 
during the Civil War and are full of yarns of the 
good old days. Mr. Fallon was for many vears fore- 
man in the purifier house at the gas plant until this 
position was abandoned with the introduction of nat- 
ural gas He was then employed as a watchman at 
the Jackson Street plant, but he is now retired from 
active service. An interesting sidelight on the loval- 
tv and faithful service rendered by Mr. Fallon was 
revealed about six years ago when a few days before 
Christmas M. W. Walsh, superintendent of the gas 
department, told him to take a week off and spend 
Christmas with his family. That was the first Christ 
mas he had spent at home in fifty years. 

Hugh Gannon, with fifty-six years of service. is 
still remarkably active in spite of his age, seventy- 
six years, and is in charge of the Portland gas station. 

Others with records of long service are F. A. Noble, 
assistant secretary and treasurer of the company, 
fifty vears of service; Captain W. O. Smith, superin- 
tendent of the claim department, forty-one vears of 
service. Captain Smith. as he is called. grew up in 
the electric business, having been with the company 
ince the first dynamo generated electricity in 

ille. These four men have a combined service rec- 

lof 204 vears. A fifth man is Henry Hurst. operat 
engineer, with a record of thirty-five years 


Louis 


lition to these long service records the I.ouis- 
lle Gas & Elecetric Company has thirteen other 
en who have been on the payroll for twenty-five 
vears or more. These are John Geywitz, transformer 
air man, thirty-four vears of service; W. Ti. Kelly 
foreman in the gas department, thirty-three years of 
service; W. H. Hammond, foreman gas meter de- 
partment, thirty-two years of service: Donald Mec- 
Donald, vice-president and general manager, thirty- 


one years of service; C. H. Cooper, for many vears a 


line foreman and until recently employed in the com- 
pany’s storeroom, thirty-one years of service; George 
H. Schunight, manager service department, thirty- 
one years of service; J. H. Bellman. clerk at Jackson 
Street plant, thirty-one years of service; George Mc- 
Clure, carpenter foreman, thirty years of service; 
Edward Winstel, gas trouble man, thirty years of 
service; John I. Hurst, mechanical operating superin- 
tendent, twenty-eight years of service: ‘T. B. Wilson, 
assistant general manager and secretary and trea- 
surer, twenty-five years of service; E. 1. Redding, in 
charge of credit department. twenty-five years of 
service. 

The company also numbers five women employees 
of fifteen years’ service or more. ‘hese are Miss Lily 
E. Keller, twenty-three vears of service: Miss Nora 
Johnston, twenty-one vears of service; Miss Grace 
De Lenie, twenty-one vears of service; Miss Fanny 
McDonald, seventeen years of service; Miss Ella 
Davern, fifteen vears of service. 





Wastes That Ought to Be Prohibited 
A Summary of Technical Paper No. 257 


‘Technical paper No. 257 of the United States Bu- 
reau of Mines, headed “Waste and Correct Use of 
Natural Gas in the Home,” gives information on rais- 
ing burners of the kitchen stove to the proper po- 
sition 


resulting 


a) Improper adjustment of appliances. 
in imperfect combustion. 

(b) Lower burners; that is, burners more than one 
and a quarter inches away from the cooking vessel 
on the 


cor yk Stoves. 


(c) Solid tops on cook stoves. Grid tops or skele- 
ton lids only should be used. 


(d) Use of gas in coal furnaces and stoves. Espe- 
- 1 


ally built gas heating appliances, giving an effi- 


at least 75 per cent should be used. 


should be that 


C1 


e) No water heatet gives an 


1 
11 ] 
used 


efficiency of less than 75 per cent. 
f) No tank 


derneath—should be 


heater—that is, tank with burner t1n- 
used without an outer tacket 
and flue connection. 

g¢) All davlight burning of lamps ought to be 
prohibited. 


The prohibition of the foregoing wasteful uses of 


Scr vice. 


conditions 


ion during the 

ther period—where the demand is now great- 

» available suy ffect to make 

ilable for ill 

» twentv vears to the period that 
vailable for domestic use. 

increased efficiencies 

idedly higher prices pet 

| it the domestic con 

sumer to get the without a greater out- 

lay of money. 


Permit the n mall 


for the 


towns that are too 
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Utilities Securities 


Report 


Prices of Representative Gas Bonds 
(Quotations furnished by The National City Company) 


Dec. 22, 1921 






























































































































































Ark., Mena, Kibler, 
Altus, Coal Hill and 
Ark.: Sallisaw Vian. Chec« 
Wagoner and Prvor, Okla 





























electric and ice plants at DeQueen, 
Alma, Ozark, 
Denning, 


tah, 
vears. 


Company Issue Maturity Bid Asked 
American Lt. & Trac. Co Five Year 6s........May 1, 1925 9534 96 
srooklyn Union Gas Co........... First Consol. 5s..... May 1, 1945 89 G] 
Columbia Gas & Elec. Co......... First 5s May 1, 1945 99144 WW 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co. 
ee First Ref. 7¥4s...... Dex 1, 1945 105107 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co....General 41'4s........ Feb. 14, 1935 83 85 
Consol. Gas Co. of New York...... Sec. Conv. 7s ...... Feb. 1, 1925 10344 104 
New Amsterdam Gas Co . First Consol. 5s.... Jan 1, 1948 73 78 
Denver Gas & Elec. Co........... Gen. (now Ist) 5s...May_ 1, 1949 S1 S4 
Detroit City Gas Co ; = NE Disaccavenceks Jan 1, 1923 % 8 
Equitable Illum. Gas Lt. Co. of 
POEUN Shc ccc wacsecas tS See ee Jan 1, 1928 98 101 
Hudson County Gas Co.. ye, es ov. 1, 1949 81 x4 
Ememede Gee Light CO... .606diksicews met. © Bat. 56.6655: Apr. 1, 1943 8&3 So 
Louisville Gas & Elec. Co...... First & Ref. 7s June 1, 1623 O& 100 
Michigan Light Co................ First & Ref. 5s .Mar. 1, 1946 <4 88 
Milwaukee Gas Light Co...........First 4s...... .May 1, 1927 85 27 
Peemhe Gas.& Elec. CO.... 6 c0c00. Gen. & Ref. 5s...... Jan 1, 1942 SS 89 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co Co!. Tr. Conv. 7s May 1, 1925 100 101 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co........0.<- First & Ref. 7s...... De 1.1940 105 107 
Cal. Gas & Elec. Corp Unif. & Ref. 5s......] ov. 1, 1937 93 4 
Peoples’ Gas Lt. & Coke Co....... Refunding 5s Sept. 1, 1947 83 85 
Chicago Gas Lt. & Coke Co..... oR See ee July 1, 1937 87 8 
Portland Gas & Coke Co.......... First & Ref. 5s...... Jan 1, 1940 s4 86 
Seattle Lighting Co Refunding 5s........ Oct 1, 1949 71 74 
Southern California Gas Co (2 eee Nov 1, 1950 95 )7 
United Gas Improvement Co.......Two Year 8s........ Feb. 1, 1923 100% 101 
Utica Gas & Electric Co........... met. & Ext. 5¢...... July 1, 1957 3 86 
Washington Gas Light Co......... General 5s Nov. 1, 1960 1) ) 
Western States Gas & Elec. Co. 
OF CORON, cic cwaccccanns First & Ref. 5s ..June 1, 1941 80 84 
Public Utilities Are Ordered Issues Gold Notes 
to Be Sold e es 
Fort Smith, Ark.-—-A new order The Utica Gas & Electric Com 
has been handed down in the Unit pany has sold to Harris, Forbes & 
9 pagar r" a bacon a oe Company and Coffin & Burr, Inc., of 
Commonwealt] Public Service New York, a new issue of $1,500,000 
Corporation by Special Master \\ of its three-year 7 per cent gold notes 
I_. Curtis of this citv. due Nov. 1, 1924, and those bankers 
The order provides for the dat will offer the issue at par and interest 
Of Sale between Jan. 10 and 16 at to yield 2 per cent. The company’s 
Van Buren. The original order : ‘ é 
provided for the sale to take plac: net earnings are practically one and 
here Nov. 18. two-thirds times its interest charges, 
The properties consist of gas, and dividends have been paid on its 


capital stock from time to time out- 
standing at the rate of not less than 
5 per cent a year for the last twelve 








Market 


Corporation Earnings 


Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
reports for the month of October, 
gross earnings of $2,998,966, an in- 
crease of $791 compared with the 
corresponding month last year; op- 
erating expenses, including Federal 
taxes, of $1,971,004, a decrease of 
$186,727: net income of $1,027,962, 
an increase of $187,518; surplus af- 
ter interest and reserve for deprecia- 
tion of $331,661, an increase of 
$143,710, and a balance after pre- 
ferred dividends of $138,202, an in- 
crease of $104,165. For twelve 
months ended Oct. 31, 1921, com- 
pany reports gross earnings of $37,- 
619,047, an increase of $4,195,717, 
compared with the previous twelve 
months; operating expenses of $24,- 
164,783, an increase of $1,811,622; 
a net income of $13,454,264, an in 

$2,384,095; surplus after 
interest and reserve for depreciation 
of $5,022,136, an increase of $1,432. 
795, and a balance after common and 
preferred dividends of $1,189,218, 
an increase of $1,078,678 


crease of 


Subsidiaries of the General Gas & 
Electric Companv reported a surplus 
for the twelve months ended Oct. 
31. after expenses and taxes and in- 
terest on funded debt of the General 
Gas & Flectric ] 


I udir uo 
interest on income bonds, of $392,- 


( “ompany . nc 
864, and a net operating income for 
October of $266,116, compared with 


$204,929 a vear 


according to a 


ago, 
statement issued vesterdav Onerat 
for the twelve months 


s $?.919 361 


ing imcome 


Dividends Announced 


Three subsidiaries of the Middle 
States Oil Corporation announced 
the regular monthly dividends, all 
pavable Dec. 1, as follows: 

Texas Chief Oil, 1% per cent, to 
stockholders of record Nov. 5; 
Ranger Texas Oil, 1 per cent, to 
stockholders of record Nov. 15; 


Dominion Oil, 1 per cent, to stock- 
holders of record Nov. 10 
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Court of Appeals Sustains 


Right of Gas Company 

Mt. Morris, N. Y.—Among the 
decisions handed down by the 
court of appeals at Albany was one 
sustaining the right of the Pavilion 
Natural Gas Company to increase 
its charge for from 40 to 8&5 
cents a thousand feet, without 
waiting for permission of the Pub- 
lic Service Commission. 

This decision is important as 
establishing the right of gas com- 
panies throughout the State to file 
schedules of rates and put them 
into effect, leaving it for the Public 
Service Commission to review the 
schedule after thev have become 
effective. There is a provision in 
the gas law. it is held, which gives 
that privilege, although it does not 
necessarily extend to other public 
utilities. 

The fight began in March 
vhen the company increased 
its rates within its territory, 1n- 
cluding the villages of Warsaw, 
Perry, Le Roy, Pavilion and 
Mount Morris. The Public Ser 
vice Commission. when the sched 
filed and the rate put 1n- 
to effect, began a proceeding in Su- 
preme Court. special term. to test 
the authority of the gas company 
to advance rates without first ob 
taining permission of the commis- 
Hinman handed 
sustaining the ar- 
James M. E 
()’Gradv, of Rochester, appearing 
for the pan that it had the 


power under the law governing 


gas 


1920. 


gas 


ules were 


sion. Justice 


down a decision 
gument of Attorney 
COyq] 
Gas 
tes without first 
ermission of the P. S.C 
the P. S.C 


cases to raise itst 
obtain y 

\ppeal was taken by 
to the appellate third de- 
partment, which reversed the 
court Mr. O’Gradv then went to 
the court of appeals. 

The neriod covered by the con- 
troverted rate was from March, 
1920, to Dec., 1920, when the Pub- 
lic Service Commission _ itself 
granted an increase of rates to the 
company. During that period, sev- 
eral injunctions were obtained to 


division, 


lower 


Ss 


INDU JSTR TRY 


restrain th 
lecting the 


from col- 
pending 


€ gas ComMmpally 

increased rate, 
the final judgment of the courts. 
Each of the villages gave bonds 
guaranteeing the losses of the com 
pany during the ten months, and 
under those bonds. each of the vil 
lages will be liable for the com- 
panv’s losses through customers 
moving out and leaving the in- 
creased rates unpaid 


Big Merger Announced 


Massillon, Ohio The 
dation of the (¢ 


consoli 


ities Service Henry 


IL. Doherty companies. including 
the Massillon Electric & 
of this citv: the Alliance 
& Power \lhance: 


Lorain ¢ Company, 


(aas Com 


pany, (yas 
Company, of 
ounty Electric 


of Lorain and Flyria. and the 


frumbull Public Service Com- 


announced by off 
cials of the local company 

(he Ohio corporation has been 
capitalized at S6,500,000 as the 
Ohio Publik 


though al 


pany, has been 


Service Company. Al 

nouncement of the mer 

made until Dec. 1, 
le weel ] 


the lines are 

the company 
with thi 
nterconnected 
925 miles of transmission. « 
itself is expected to be 
of a new era of service 


erating stations 
ss with 
hich it} 


fuarantee 














uv 
we ow f 


TWh 


»><I><D DX) 


Open Shop for Pacific G. & E. 
San Francisco, Cal.—The Pacite 
Gas & Electric Company will op 
erate its electric department under 
the open shop beginning 
when its ment with the 
International 


| Jec. 3d 
le ical 
Isroth 


agree 
unions of the 

erhood of Electrical 
pired. according to a letter sent out 
by the company to the unions. 
About 300 men in San Francisco 
and neighboring countries are af 
fected. The « ‘“ompany has operated 
under the 


VCars 


\Workers es 


closed shop for many 


A. B. Tenny Guest of Gas 
Employees 


(Oswego, N. Y. A. Bb. 
pres dent of the 
Syndicate, owners of the 
Gaas & Electric Company, 
via Beals, an attorney for the com 
pany from buffalo, were honor 
guests of the employees of the lo 
gas plant at the monthly meet- 
ing of the Emplovees Club. A short 
musical rendered 
a fine buffet 


Tenney. 
lenney 
Peoples 
and FE] 


boston, 


cal 
program was 
which was followed by 
lunch 

During the e) Stn _—_ Mr 
and Mr se S lade 
remarks bearing on the relatior 
ship of the ation to the 
pany 


Tenney brief 


Corpor 


The con 





Mexico Oil Shipments Near 
Record 


Citv, Pa.. petroleum ship 
from Mexico during Sep 
tember are said to have broken all 
previous records except one. 
total was 17,129,386 bbl. and of 
this amount 13,101,722 bbl. were 
shipped to the United States 


Oi] 


ments 


y he 
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Investigating Fire in Fond du 
Lac Gas Plant 
Fon du Lac., Wis.-—The cause of 
the fire and explosion loss, estimat- 
ed at $150,000. last week in the gas 
plant of the Eastern 
Ilectric Company, Fond du Lac 
Wis., was probably due to a belt 
slipping on a motor. Investigation 
of the loss is being made by field 
workers of the Wisconsin Inspec 
tion Bureau who found one belt 
after the fire to have been burned 
in two, while other belts running 
close to the burned were 
tact and only Che gas 
which exploded as the result of the 
sparks from a slipping belt, is be 
lieved to have gotten into the ap 


Wisconsin 


one in- 


scorched. 


paratus room of the gas plant 
through the breaking of a water 
seal on a scrubber. \ vent in- 
stalled to meet such emergencies 
was not in working order. The 
undesirability of monolithic roofs 


was demonstrated, officials stated, 
as chunks of concrete from such a 
roof caused extensive damages 
when descending to the intricate 
machinery of the apparatus 
Latest estimates of the loss are 3 
per cent on the equipment and 60 
per cent on the buildings Adia 
cent buildings suffered the most se 
rious damage 


room 


New Firm to Handle Sale of 
Appliances 
field, Ll. 


Spring Under arrange- 
recently completed the 
Springfield Gas & Electric Com 
pany has sold to the United Appli 
ance Company that part of its busi- 
ness dealing the 7 
and electric appliances. 
will be 
new concern. 
In announcing the transfer, Get 
eral Manager A. D. Mackie said: 

“Every kind of gas and electric 
will continue to be sold 
at our Fourth and Monroe Street 
salesrooms, but this end of the bus 
iness no longer will be conducted 
by us but by the United Appliance 
Company, which has taken over 
our entire stock of gas ranges elec- 
appliances, and other 
of household 


enrence 


ments 


with sale of vas 
Ralph R 
manager of 


Castles sales 


1 


the 


appliance 


articles 


necessity and 


con 

“The new company will have an 
even larger and more diversified 
stock than we have carried and, in 
keeping with the policy which our 


company has pursued, will sell 
either for cash or on installments 
“The arrangements just. an 


il 


nounced should count for bette 
service for the public as, under it, 
a separate organization will have 
complete charge of appliance sell 
ing with unrestricted opportunity 
to develop that important part of 
the utility business.” 

It was announced that the Unit 
ed Appliance Company will sell to 
everyone, either for cash or on in 
stallments, whereas the Springfield 
Gas & Electric Company had con- 
fined its installment sales to regu 
lar customers of the company. 





Granted Charter 


Northumberland, Pa \ char 
ter was granted the North Point 
Gas Company of Northumberland 
by the Commonwealth a few days 
The company is capitalized 
at $5,000 and the incorporators are 
Hi. J. Stannert, C. B. Herman and 
George W. Rockwell, who also 
hold the charter and franchises of 
the old Gas Company of Northum 
berland. 

The purpose of the new corpora 
tion is not to supplant the Gas 
Company of Northumberland but 
to broaden its scope. The old com 
pany was chartered merely to fur- 
nish gas for illumination purposes 
and the new charter will make it 
possible to supplv gas for heat and 
fuel also. 


ago. 


Under a decision of the Public 
Service Company. the local 
companv has remained a separate 
and distinct organization despite 
efforts of the Pennsylvania Power 
& Light Company to include it in 
the vast merger of scores of gas, 
light and power companies be 
tween Allentown and Milton, made 
some months ago. The local com- 
pany held out on the grounds that 
the gas proposition was not prov- 
ing sufficiently profitable for the 
power and light company to con- 
tinue a satisfactory service to Nor- 
thumberland patrons and it was 
feared that the old unsatisfactory 
conditions would be restored 
should the big corporation be al- 
lowed to absorb the local company 

The result of the fight before the 
Public Service was 
the handing down of an order in 
favor of the local gas company. 
The local gas companv receives its 
from the Pennsylvania 


gas 


Commission 


service 


Power & Light Company at its 
under a contract 
and 
local 


Sunburv plant 
several vears 


the efforts 


made 


ago 


through of the 









company, Northumberland patrons 
have received more satisfactory 
service in every way. 


Technical Libraries to Work 
Together 
Philadelphia, Pa- 


leads all 


Philadelphia 


American cities but two 
in the number of its business and 
technical libraries. Out of a total 


of 123 in Pennsylvania, more than 
one hundred are in this city. These 
libraries deal with banking, public 


utilities, engineering, electricity. 


advertising, business, insurance 


and many other subjects. One hi- 
brary specializes on fraudulent ad- 
vertising, another on fire preven- 
tion, some on chemicals and dye- 
stuffs. This information covers al 


most every range of human en 
deavor. 

Librarians of Philadelphia have 
organized a society known as the 
Special Library Council of Phila 
delphia, to these 
sources of infermation one 
central clearing house whereby 
this information is on tap for all its 
members. It has compiled a direc 
tor\ of these according to 
subject, as well as giving a descrip- 
tion of each library in detail. The 
library council holds a 
each Friday in the Chamber of 
Commerce auditorium. 

Among the cencerns represented 
in the organization are Academy of 
Natural Anthracite 
reau of Atlantic 
finery Telephone 


co-ordinate al] 


into 


SOuTCeS 


meeting 


»~cences, Bu- 


Information, 
Company, Bell 


Re 


Company, Bureau of Municipal 
Research, College of Physicians, 
Corn Exchange National Bank, 
Commercial Research, Curtis Pub- 
lishing Company, Day & Zimmer 
man, Federal Reserve Bank, Fi- 
delity Mutual Life Insurance Co 

pany, General Electric Company 
Hirst Free Law Library, Histori- 
cal Society of | . 


Pennsylvania, E. F. 
Houghton & Co., Independ 
Bureau, Lefax Incorporated, Penn 


svlvania Railroad, Penn Compen- 
sation Rating and Inspection Bu- 
reau, Pennsylvania Museum, Phil 


adelphia Commercial 
Philadelphia Electric Company, 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Com- 
pany, Provident Life & Trust 
Companv, Public Ledger, United 


Gas 


Museum, 


Improvement Company, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania 
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Large Condenser for Export 

A large amount of thirty-inch 
pipe, including thirty-inch 
valves, will be required in 
changing the present pipe lines to 
accommodate the new con- 
denser, which is now on order for 
the Societe Anonyme du Gaz de 
Rio de Janeiro, Rio de 
Brazil. 

The condenser 
in diameter. 

The contract for this equipment 
was vlaced through the Canadian 
Engineering Agency, of New York 
City, and is now being fabricated 
in the shops of the Western Gas 
Construction Company. 


seven 
be 


gas 


Janeiro, 


will be ten feet 


Judge Denies Injunction 


lhe latest “joker” in the suit be 
tween the city of Denver, Col., and 
the Wenver Gas & Electric Com 
pany—that is, the city councilmen 
deliberating upon the advisability 
of compromising the suit—was 
given a solar plexus tolt by Judge 
Charles C. Butler. 

The Middle Classes Union, 
headed by Frederick W. Parks, an 
attorney. sought an injunction to 
prevent the city councilmen 


( from 
abrogating the 


franchise between 
the citv of Denver and the gas com 
pany. Judge Butler denied the in 
junction but, in substance, he said: 

“Lhe city council cannot take the 
proposed compromise 
own responsibility, 


action on its 
since to do so 
would constitute an amendment to 
the gas company’s franchise. The 
franchise can only be amended by 
vote of tl 
city 
nance 


However the 


could submit the ordi 


( electors. 
1 
councll 
after its passave im 
body. to a vote 
electors. 
“The court cannot 
the city council does not inte 


assume 


pursue the course require 


u 
° , ‘ 
constitution 


The | 


marks are 


and charter.’ 
arned gentleman’s§ re 
plain. The city 
not any 
stuff,”’ but he does not care 
to interfere with anything 1 
ing to Hovle 

It is hardly likely that the tax 
payers will vote money out of their 
own pockets—the 


uite 
coun must 


“ec 


attempt 
rough 


accor 


city council can- 
not give it to them—therefore. it 
would seem that the end is in sight 
and when that is reached the gas 
company must pav the the 
monev she owes her. 

Attorney Parks, who represents 
the Middle Classes Union, is a ta» 


citv 


payer and can institute a taxpayer’s 
suit which will bring the case back 
to Judge butler, if the councilmen 
make any move to act contrary to 
the court’s review. 
Public Utility Customer 
Ownership 

Ohio. — Statistics 
the Ohio Committee 
Utility Information 
show that more than 130,000 
(Shioans now own. securities of 
electric light and power, gas, tele- 
phone and electric railway compa- 
nies. 


Cleveland, 
compiled by 
on Public 


Considering families and depen 
dents of these investors, this means 
that about one-tenth of the people 
of the State are financially inter- 
ested in public utility concerns. 

Ohio owners of telephone secur 
19,000: electric light 
29 000: 


ities 
and | 
securities 
securities, 
pany 


number 
Mower securities, gas 
27.000: electric traction 
24,000, and water com 


securities, 1,900. 


Gas and Electric Company 
Merged 

Springfield, I1l—Announcement 
has been made that the Springfield 
Gas & Electric Company has been 
Kalb-Seva 
more Interurban ‘Traction Com- 
the De kK 


merged with the De 


Kalb [Electric 


be operated wu 


pany and 


1 
e KNOWN aS 


mpany wit! 


Imprevements in Kentucky 
The Citv Gas Plant, of 
son, Ky., has recently received new 
equipment for their coal gas plant. 
this case of a 
plete set of four steel purifier cov 
ers and a large shipment of floor 
plates for the retort house. All this 
material was shipped them from 
the Western Gas Construction 
Company. 


Llender 


consisting in com- 


To Extend Mains 

Winston-Salem, N. C.—W. E. 
Moss. of Detroit, Mich., presi- 
dent of the Winston-Salem Gas 
Company, has announced that 
financial arrangements have been 
made for the extension of gas ser- 
vice in this city to all streets now 
being prepared for paving. Mr. 
Moss also states that his company 
will be in a position in the near fu- 
ture to make improvements on the 
local plant that will insure an ade- 
quate supply of gas for the city 
for some vears to come. 

For several years the city has 
been discussing with the gas com- 
pany the possibility of being able 
to meet the demands of a growing 
municipality like Winston-Salem. 
The officials of the cits are espe 
cially desirous of completing all 
underground work on streets to be 
paved before permanent material is 
placed. For this reason they have 
been endeavoring to have the gas 
company prepare for the laving of 
mains on all streets scheduled for 
improvement 

The statement 
was received 


from Mr. Moss 
with a great deal of 
interest since it means that approx 
imately 37,000 ft. of four-inch pipe 
will be laid, which will carry gas 
to over 500 additional consumers. 
The capacity for making gas will 
| 


also be greatly increased. 


Lower Gas Rate for Stockton 
1 l'rancisco, 4] (34 rate 


Ce | ton 


Southern Counties Statement 


Southern 


Countie 


pany’s earnings staten 


ending ct 


vear vy 
public 
Co., 


012.279. as 


1 1 
thnrougen 


shi WS 


the precedi 
deducting 
debt, incre: 


$367.731. 
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Coast Valleys Gas Will Issue 
Stock 


San Cal—In_ grant- 
ing the application of the Coast 
Valleys Gas & Electric Company 
to issue $400,000 of 6 per cent cu- 
mulative preferred stock to refund 
$2,000,000 of 7 per cent cumulative 
preferred and to cancel 
claims for nearly $1,250,000 unpaid 
accumulative dividends, the Kail- 
road commission declared that the 
company’s financing was in the 
right direction but that it does not 
go far enough. ‘Those in control 
of the utility were urged to con- 
sider the refinancing of the out- 
standing common stock as well as 
of the preferred, the commission 
adding that it is unfortunate that 
the law does not give it positive 
authority to direct refinancing. 

In passing upon the present ap- 
plication the commission sharply 
criticised overcapitalization prac- 
tised before the issue of securities 
of public service corporations was 
placed under its control. Coast 
Valleys Gas & Electric Company, 
it was pointed out, was organized 
March 18, 1912, with a stock issue 
of $5,000,000, while the public utili 
ties act giving the Railroad Com- 
mission jurisdiction over stock and 
bond issues of public utility cor- 
porations became effective five 
days later, March 23, 1912. The 
$5,000,000 issue was divided into 
$3,000,000 of common and $2,000,- 
000 of 7 per cent cumulative pre 
ferred. 
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Gas Contract Is Approved 

Little Rock, Ark.—The Arkan 
sas Railroad Commission has ap- 
proved the contract of the La Salle 
Oil & Gas Company for the deliv 
ery of gas to the citv of Fort Smith 
at the rate of 10 cents per thousand 
feet. 

The petition of the company was 
for a 15-cent rate, while protestants 
contended for a 7-cent rate. The 
10-cent rate was a compromise 
agreed upon at the instance of the 
commission. 


Indiana Electric Co. Asks 
Utility Combine 
Indianapolis, Ind.—The consoli 
dation of seven public utility cor- 
porations in the State is again 
sought by the Indiana Electric 
Corporation which has filed with 
the Public Service Commission an 
amended petition, following a re- 
quest of several months ago, which 

was denied by the commission. 





Lhe companies which the cor- 
poration plans to combine are the 
Merchants Light & tleat Com 
pany, of Indianapolis; the Elkhart 
Gas & Fuel Company and the Val- 
paraiso Lighting Company, all ot 
which are now owned by the cor- 
poration, and the Jndiana Railways 
& Light Company, of Kokomo; the 
Wabash Valey Electric Company, 
the Putnam Electric Company and 
the Cayuga Electric Company. 

The commission set Dec. 14 for 
the first hearing on the amended 
petition. 





State Awards $100,000 to the 
Utica G. & E. 


Utica, N. Y.—An award of $100,- 
000 was granted the Utica Gas & 
Electric Company by the State 
Canal Board for lands taken by the 
State in 1911 in [linckley for a 
State water storage reservoir The 
board also agreed to regulate the 
flow from the Ilinckley dam into 
West Canada Creek as a part of 
its adjustment with the electric 
company. 


State Order Cuts Gas Rate 

Lansing, Mich.— Temporary gas 
rates for Pontiac were established 
by the order issued by the Public 
Utilities Commission fixing $1.40 
as the net charge for each thou- 
sand cubic feet a month, and $1.05 
as the price for each thousand cu 
bic feet in excess of 100,000 cu. ft. 
a month 

The new rate is 10 cents a thou- 
sand cubic feet lower than the pre 
vious rate, and will reduce the 
amount paid by consumers $26,000 
a year. It will remain in effect un 
til the commission fixes a final val- 
uation for the properties of the 
company. 

The new rate is effective in all 
communities served by the Pontiac 
gas plant, including Roval Oak and 
Birmingham. 





Gas Rate Higher 
Ohio.—The 

western Natural Gas Company has 
filed new schedules with the State 


North- 


Columbus, 
“— 


Public Utilities 
creasing its rates for gas service at 
Toledo, Bowling Green, North 
Baltimore, Maumee and Perrvs 
burg, effective Dec. 22. 

The new schedule ranges from 
37 cents per thousand cubic feet for 
the first 5.000 to 67 cents for al! 
above 15,000, the old = schedule 
ranging from 37 to 52 cents. 
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Water Gas Apparatus Being 
Remodeled 


Detroit, Mich. — lhe Detroit 
City Gas Company are having one 
of the eleven-foot water gas 
at Station A modernized by the re- 
building of the generator and the 
addition of the model H reversing 
valve and up-to-date design of ash 
pockets. At the same time a 
tem of hydraulic operation with 
hand control is much improved 
over previous designs in that it em- 
ploys a single hand-wheel to con- 
trol all of the hydraulic cylinders 
of the entire set 

The new apparatus was built by, 
and the construction work is being 
carried by, the Western Gas Con 
struction Company. 
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Gas Contract Ready to Become 
Effective 

Springfield, Ohio. — Announce- 
ment has been made by E. D. Ab- 
bott, manager of the Springfield 
Gas Company, that the new con- 
tract between the Ohio Fuel Sup- 
ply Company and the Springfield 
Gas Company whereby the city is 
guaranteed 1,750,000,000 cu. ft. of 
gas this year, has been signed and 
1S ready to become effective. 

The Springfield Company 
also has accepted the rate raising 
ordinance of the city which was 
given as a consideration for the gas 
guarantee. Mr. Abbott turned over 
to City Solicitor Flack the new 
contracts, copies of which are to 
be kept by the citv. 

Citizens began paving for gas 
under the new rate of 50 cents per 
thousand cubic feet on Novy. ?4. 


Holder for Pittsburgh 


Shipment of materials and parts 
is now being made for the gas 
holder to be erected near Pitts- 
burgh for the Air Reduction Sales 
Company, of New York City. This 
holder is being built for them by 
the Western Gas 
Company. 


Gas 


Construction 


Tar Extractor for Seattle 

Seattle, Wash.—One of the larg- 
est tar extractors installed in any 
of the gas plants in the country has 
recently been shipped to the Seat- 
tle Lighting Company. This ma- 
chine has a capacity of 6,000,000 
cu. ft. of gas per twenty-four hours. 
This was built for them by the 
Western Gas Construction Com- 
pany. 

















